26 ilkleygazette.co.uk wharfedaleobserver.co.uk

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019

Heading here

Matilda Gaskell, aged 4, riding Rosie with sister Emily Gaskell, aged 13, leading the pony. Picture by Amy Shedden

Thomas Shuttleworth, aged 11, riding Hector. www.

Show season gets off
to a gallop for riders

By Annette McIntyre
01943 607022

Amy Walton riding Prince. Picture by Amy Shedden.

Marisa McCulloch riding Ellie Brown II. Picture: Amy

ILKLEY and District Riding
Association held its first points
show of the season on Easter
Sunday.
Lots of familiar faces returned to compete along with
new members, bringing membership up to 88 at the end of
the day.
The event, at Nell Bank, featured some new classes, including a new clear round for juniors and seniors, and a tiny tots
class for riders aged ten years
and under.
Among other sections were
Tack and Turnout, and Beginner’s Walk and Trot.
A spokeswoman said: “Our
show is always popular especially for those competitors
venturing out for the first time.
“We are here to help gain
their confidence and to see
nervous ones compete initially
and then come out of the ring
smiling, makes it all worthwhile.
“This year Bishopton Equine
have kindly sponsored our
new members rosette which
is given to the highest placed
member in each class. championship rosettes are sponsored
by Hesketh Farm Park and the
sashes by Yorkshire Dales Ice
Cream.”
She added: “We have a busy
season ahead with shows running every third Sunday of the
month through until September. Competitors accumulate
points throughout the classes
with the aim to become a champion for the presentation evening which is held at the King’s
Hall and Winter Gardens on

Ruby Douro, aged 12, riding Mick. www.charleswallerphotography.co.uk

Saturday, November 23. It’s a
wonderful evening with each
champion’s image shown on
a large screen on the stage as
their award is being presented.”
In August the association
will be running a Fun Show together with dog classes, which
will be in support of Therapy
Dogs.
Ilkley and District Riding Association chairman Carol Dawson said: “I was delighted to see
many familiar faces return to
the association again this year
and also welcomed new members too, some of whom were
competing in the ring for the
very first time.
“A huge thank, as always, to

the committee for their hard
work in preparing for the first
show. I must also thank our
judges and stewards for their
support together with the sponsors for their generosity. Enormous thanks must go to Dan
Goodey and his team at Nell
Bank in providing the field for
all our parking. Finally, I would
like to wish all our competitors
for the 46th season, good luck
and enjoy.”
Ilkley and District Riding
Association holds a monthly
show, on the third Sunday in
the month, from April through
to September.
The association’s website
says: “Members compete each

month to earn points for each
class and at the end of the season, the points are added up
and the member with the most
points per class, takes the title
of ‘Class Champion’. There are
also prizes for Overall Champions too.
“All champions and prize
winners to fourth placings are
presented with their awards at
the annual presentation evening.
“There are 50 classes to
compete in ranging from show
jumping, showing, working
hunter, equitation and in hand
classes.”
Visit www.idra.org.uk for details.

